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much helped by the necessities of the rank and file. There were
now no legal sources of taxation open to the newly formed
committee of safety—a body composed of the army leaders,
with a few civilians like Vane—and it is not surprising that,
when pay was not forthcoming, some of the men took matters
into their own hands. Mrs. Hutchinson, wife of a parliamentary
colonel and regicide, relates how some troopers came to collect
taxes and how the colonel, when he said he would pay only
those levied by parliamentary authority, was reviled in the most
insulting terms and his house overrun by fifty or sixty men.
When he asked them by what authority they came, they showed
their swords and said 'that was their authority'. They tore in
pieces their captain's letter to Mrs. Hutchinson, in which he
utterly disavowed their actions, and sneered at him to his face.
Altogether they are said to have taken violently from the
countryside, for their own enjoyment, about £25, in addition
to the assessments they ostensibly came to collect.1
Feeling ran particularly high in the City of London at the
employment of soldiers to assist in levying taxes, and often there
was resistance. Moreover it is related that, when officers went
into the City, they dared not wear their swords, lest they might
be recognized and insulted. Public opinion there demanded
a free parliament, and a proclamation against petitions to that
end led to rioting in which the soldiers sent to restore order
killed two or three citizens and wounded many more. The
concurrent effect of propaganda and civilian reproaches was
that the common soldiers* eyes were at last opened to the true
character of their leaders. When it became evident to the forces
that had been sent north to oppose Monck that they were being
used to gratify personal ambitions, they said frankly they would
be neutral but would make a ring for their officers to fight in.
Meanwhile the other side had been active enough in various
ways. Some of the old, deposed council of state, including
Hesilrige, sent Monck a commission as commander-in-chief of
all the forces in England and Scotland, and this greatly
strengthened his position. Further they persuaded the governor
of Portsmouth to side with them and to declare for the restora-
tion of the parliament. The regiments sent to besiege the town
threw in their lot with the garrison. It was even more serious
that Lawson, who commanded the fleet in the Downs, came
* Hutchinson Memoirs, pp.314-15.

